	Challenges

In English, there are always difficult questions to answer, concepts to understand, skills to learn and problems to solve. There are always more challenging texts to read and there are always more effective or more sophisticated ways to write and to speak.
	Choice
In English, pupils make choices about what and how to write. They have opportunities to make choices about what they read, and learn to do so in an informed and discriminating way. They can decide and express what they think about texts and they can choose how to express themselves with language.

	Control
In English, as pupils learn, they gain more and more control – as readers, writers, speakers and listeners. It is about being in control of words and ideas when writing. It is about being able to be objective about texts of all kinds, and being able to resist their meanings and messages. In a subject in which pupils are already skilled and practised, it’s about becoming more and more skilled at things they can already do.
	Creativity
In English, pupils are continually being creative. They write, talk, act and perform. They put words together in unique ways, to express ideas and experiences. They respond to texts by writing and talking about them, analytically and imaginatively. They are always making something new and original, even when answering questions in an exam.

	Curiosity
English is a journey into new knowledge, with constant opportunities for investigation, discovery, analysis and deconstruction. There are always things to find out, workings to reveal and puzzles to solve.
	Emotion
English deals with emotions and emotional concerns. It involves the exploration by pupils of their own and others’ emotions and it provides safe and interesting ways to express how they feel, through talking and writing.

	Fun
In English, learning is driven by a sense of fun and the chance for release. There are continual opportunities for play and playfulness – with language and ideas, in the interpretation of texts, and through drama and creative writing.
	Identity
English is a subject in which pupils can be themselves, when writing or when responding to texts. Exploring fiction is a chance for them to explore how they feel about and relate to the world, and to their place in it. It also offers chances for them to express and to tell stories about themselves.

	Imagination
English allows pupils to escape from the ordinary, and to project themselves into invented, unfamiliar or fictional experiences, through reading about them and by creating them for themselves.
	Knowledge
English is about becoming more and more knowledgeable – about literature, language and culture. It is about the pleasure of knowing, but also the ability this gives pupils to understand what they read and experience.

	Power
English is about gaining power – though building knowledge and through gaining skills, as readers, writers and speakers. It is also about becoming better at resisting powerful influences.
	Relationships
In English, learning often focuses on understanding how people relate to each other – through language and in texts. It is also about communicating effectively within different sorts of relationships. Lessons depend heavily on communicating with others, on sharing of ideas and perspectives and on collaborative endeavour.

	 Relevance
In English, learning is about real life and real experiences; it is about the media and the digital world; and it is about skills that people use every day. It allows pupils to explore and to debate things that matter directly to them. Pupils also have real purposes and real audiences for what they produce.
	Usefulness
In English, there is the continual promise of real social, academic and economic usefulness. The skills it develops are essential for learning in other subjects, for work, and for everyday living. It also offers important qualifications for employment and for further education.

	
	


